While the searching capab ilities of CPDL show some strength, the brows ing functions seem to be much more useful. Scores can eas il y be browsed by composer, or by composer subcategory such as nationality/ethnicity, era, whether the composer is li ving, or specifica ll y by women composers. Scores can also be browsed either by title or more broadly by era, sacred or secular, vo icing, or accompanim ent. Texts or tran slations can be browsed by lyricist, text, language, or many other categories.
Results of a search in the musica l score index include both scores in various fonnats (PDF, notation fi les from Sibeli us, external sites) and MID I fil es. Each entry provides valuable informat ion about the pi ece such as the voicing, genre, meter, language, and in strumentation . Occasionall y accessibility is compromi sed when a score is onl y offered in notation fil e format, such as a Sibelius score, and users must have th e proper music notation software to view the fi le.
As with any online provider of free music, CPDL faces the responsibility of ensurin g that copyright laws and regulations are met in distribution of scores. CPDL 's documentation clearly lays ou t the steps the site's vo lunteers take to meet copyri ght requirements. All uploaded works to CPDL must be public domain or submitted by the composer(s) with appropriate permissions. CPDL copyright license app lies to all scores and texts on the CPDL server, and it all ows users to "down load, print, copy, and distribute a score free ly". It shou ld be noted that some scores in CPOL reside on other webs ites and are merely linked to the CPOL portal. These sites have their own copyright regu lation standards, so users shou ld exhibit caution in using th ese scores and be aware of their country's copyright laws.
Whi le there are some li mitations to CPDL 's search ing capabilities, the site provides users with a strong source of free choral music scores and texts that are eas il y browsable and legall y downloadab le. For those musicians looking to find a piece that matches accompaniment or vo icing criteria, or is from a certa in composer or music era, CPOL would serve as an exce llent resource for obtaining appropriate scores quickly. The com munit y~based Wiki format also allows for discussion and input, adding a di scurs ive dimension to this sheet music portal.
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